CHAPTER XIII.

AT COURT  AGAIN.
1580-1582.

AM glad," Hubert Languet
wrote to Sidney from Ant-
werp, on the 28th of October,
1580, "that you have aban-
doned your retirement and
returned to the daylight of
But I am afraid that you will soon get
I see that its honours and dignities are
given to age and wealth, rather than to virtue and
prudence, so that you, who are yet young and with-
out property of your own, will not easily reap any
advantage. It will be dreary work for you, wasting
the spring-time of your life amid the formalities and
indolence of a Court; for the occupations of courtiers
do not often advance the public good, and are very
seldom concerned with the better part of life."
" I think there are not many men among you,"
added the plain-speaking Huguenot, " who would
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the Court,
weary of it.